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ZEDEKIAH

In “the fifth month, on the seventh day of the mont h, which is the nineteenth year of king 
Nebuchadnezzar…Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard... burnt the house of Yahweh..and all 

the houses of Jerusalem, and....brake down the wall s of (the city)” (2 Kings 25:8,9,10).

In “the nineteenth year…(Nebuchadnezzar) laid (the)  temple desolate...(which 
remained) in...obscurity for fifty years” (Josephus : Apion I, 21).

“The word that came to Jeremiah from Yahweh in the tenth 
year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which was the eight eenth 
year of Nebuchadrezzar” (Jeremiah 32:1).  “For then  the 
king of Babylon's army besieged Jerusalem” (verse 2 ).

“In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth mon th, the ninth day of the month, the city 
was broken up” and Zedekiah was taken prisoner (Jer emiah 39:2; 52:8-14).

“In the eighteenth year 
of Nebuchadrezzar he 
carried away captive 
from Jerusalem eight 

hundred thirty and two 
persons” 

(Jeremiah 52:29).

“And it came to pass in the twelfth 
year of our captivity, in the tenth 

month, in the fifth day of the month, 
that one that had escaped out of 
Jerusalem came unto me, saying, 

The city is smitten” (Ezekiel 33:21).

Removal of remaining Judahites

“Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the (Babylonian) g uard carried away captive certain 
of the poor of the people, and (others left)...in t he city (to)...Babylon.  But (he)...left certain 
of the poor of the land for vinedressers and for hus bandmen” (Jeremiah 52:15,16).

Then “Nebuchadnezzar...made Gedaliah...ruler” (2 Ki ngs 25:22), he being assisted by a
number of Chaldee administrators, over all those “n ot carried away” (Jeremiah 40:7).
These were soon after joined not only by remnants o f the Judahite army but also by many 
citizens who had previously fled to various countrie s (ch.40:11,12).

However “it came to pass in the seventh month, that  (one) Ishmael...of the seed 
royal...(killed) Gedaliah...and the (Judahites) and  the Chaldee (contingent) that were with 
him.... And all the people (wanted to go)...to Egyp t: for they were afraid of 
(Nebuchadnezzar)” (2 Kings 25:25,26).

But the order of Jeremiah was that all should remain  in Judah (Jeremiah 42:15-22).  
Rejecting his authority, “Johanan (one of) the capt ains of the forces, took all the remnant 
of Judah, that were returned...and (those) Nebuzarad an...had left with Gedaliah...and 
Jeremiah the prophet, and (his assistant) Baruch... into...Egypt” (ch.43:5-7).  

Ignoring Jeremiah's further warnings (ch.43:8-13; 44 :11-16,26,27), the Judahite remnant 
remained in Egypt, and were killed or taken captive  when Egypt was invaded some 3 years 
later,  there eventually being only “a small number  that escape(d) the sword (and) 
return(ed) out of the land of Egypt into the land o f Judah” (ch.44:28). 

END OF JUDAHITE KINGDOM

 


